ﬁ Children in Tamll Nadu
J Ol n Share of Children in fotal population 13.3%

Shanti Ashram, along with many other organizations, = Onilerenwith ancemia S
- Infant Mortality rate 521000

=  Juvenile Sex ratio 539/10(
. Children with low birth weight 3

. Under 3 moderately malnourished 13.4%

- Under 3 severely malnourished

»  Children with Vitamin A deficiency
- Children our af school at Bth std 35

- Schools with safe rjmnkmg 50%
water & Sanitation facilities
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Speak ] The rational behind developing cooperation at

Most of the rural Panchayats, demographically sfill have

Building coalitions, Jroniting [eadership and
support amd identifying opportunities for
callaborations for child development, are all potential
aspects of this collective work for childoren.
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A WORLD FIT FOR CHILDREN
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SHANTI ASHRAM



E ngage

Chal em}e

Engage

INDIA, since independence, has pursued planned
development to achieve economic growth with social
Justice. This strategy came into operation in 1951 with
the initiation of the First Five-year Plan. There is a
consensus today that micro level planning is critical to
ensure a wider development base and people's
participation. So organizing the Bala Sabhas and the
preparatory work building up to this, will allow for the
engagement of the following participants:

« (Governance institutions including Panchayat leaders &
the local MLA

Local Health & Educational institutions

CBOs particularly the Women's Self Help Groups
Children's & Youth Groups

Parent Teacher Assaciation

Lead NGO of the area engaged in Child Development
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Cooperate

Mahatma Gandhi said that the development of India
depends on the development of her villages. One of his
dreams was "Gram Swaraj”“. To create this micro level
administrative institution the Govt. of India passed the
73rd constitutional amendment in 1992, consequent to
passing of the Panchayat Act by the states in the
country. 30 lakh elected representatives today serve
the nation through the Panchayat Raj Institutions
(PRI), one third of them being women. We have a new
opportunity to improve children's lives through PRI.

Why. Children ?
Why Bala Sabhas ?

Working forchildren and the potential for creating
'Child Friendly Panchayats' ‘through BALA
SABHAS have been part of the thematic
discussion, both within the Ashram and with our
Panchayat representatives.  This unique
opportunity allows us to explore collectively the
possibility of working with and for 'Children.'

It has been recognized that work for children has
to be integrated, for this is one of the most unique
stages of human development. The impact of our
commitment will be reflected sensitively on the
growth and development experience of children,
particularly in rural areas.

Challenge

Common Agenda for Action

We appreciate Lhe fiendiing support: [ram the

& UNICEF state office for
e “Taniludes and kevala [or the Bala Sabha Lnitiavive

Seen at the Launch of the “Bala Sabha Inifiative™ : (L 1w R) - Shri. Naresh
Gupta, Chief Election Conmmissioner, Tamulnady, Mrs. Minot Aram,
President, Sharnti Ashiram, Shri. Thomas George, UNICEF office for
Tamilnadu & Kerala and Presidents of the Participating Panchayats.

The programmatic focus of the Bala sabha twitiative
is. butilt upon the experience of Shanti Ashram,
the thematic areas where Pavchayat leaders want
to be engaged ani receive feeh‘ﬁack frem- local
professionals including health care providers and [y
educators. The prograwmatic focus will collate
a "Cownon Agenda for Action.
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Objectives 0

The specific objectives of the Bala Sabha are:
» To create awareness on child development at
the Panchayat level

» To develop a shared agenda on children's needs
through participatory rural appraisals

» To create awareness amongst children on
Governance, PRI & Community Leadership

« To prepare an action plan for the participating
Panchayats and a working inferface with
Children

s To promote the concept of BALA Sabhas or
Children's Parliament in the Panchayats

s To document the process of building child
friendly Panchayats through Bala Sabhas for
evaluation & wider dissemination
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